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(57) Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To automatically extract a relative keyword which is matched with 
the characteristics of a document to be practically retrieved and which is 
capable of obtaining one or more retrieval results at the time of executing 
retrieval using the keyword. 

CONSTITUTION: An automatic extraction device for relative keywords is 
provided with a document set selection part 19 for specifying a partial set of 
each document based on the attribute information, input retrieval expression, 
etc, of the document, a word statistic information management part 17 for 
managing the statistic Information of respective words 3n the whole objective 
document 11 and words appearing in each document as well as their statistic 
information 15; and a word ranking part 18 for calculating the importance of 
each word appearing Sn a partial set of a certain document and for aligning 
respective words in the order of importance, wherein the management part 17 
quickly finds out the statistic Information of respective words In the whole 
document and a specified partial set of the document. Consequently, words 
appearing in a certain document set can be ranked based on their importance 
and a part of the ranked words can be presented as a relative keyword. 
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